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On Campus Apartment 
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20 OH sw pilamlec’ er i ais: ical Policy Needs Clarification 


by Mar Harsevoort Sarcasm. It is probably my least 
In the twentieth century, humour has favourite form of communication in by Diana Mostert are they registered as University hous- 
come a long way. Of course, we like to —_ the Western world. In fact, looking it The Redeemer College apartments on ing, but are registered under the College 
think that everything has come a long up in the thesaurus, only negative campus have gone through various stages In 1994, a Tenant Association was 
way in the twentieth century. Truth is, words such as contempt, derision, and policies since their introduction. The _ formed by tenants to discuss recommen- 
humour is just about the same today as it mockery and ridicule are associated original intent of on campus apartments dations and policies for the apartments 
ever was. How many times didn’t with it. As one wise dead guy once was to provide an affordable place for from the Administration and Finance 
Chaucer twist his words, invent chaotic said, “Sarcasm is the protest of the married students to live with convenient Committee. Various issues were 
situations, riddle and insult in ways that = weak.” And he is so right. We, North accessibility to the academic building. discussed at that time. One issue 
had his audiences rolling in the aisles Americans, use sarcasm all the time to At first the apartments were under discussed that is possibly in for revision 
and still does today. We still use poke fun at people, to cover up our the Landlord and Tenant Act in which the concerns the deposit given to secure an 
sarcasm as a tool for humour, we still own mistakes or just to make people apartments were leased for twelve apartment space for a tenant. In 1994, 
laugh at chaos, we still stand in awe of laugh. It generally works, the laughter, months. This system was changed, the Tenant Association made a conces- 
the truly witty. These three, things are I mean, but often has side effects. however, because students only needed sion with a deposit figure of $100.00 
the topics I want to address and | am Sarcasm, when directed at people, is the apartments for the eight months of which would be used initially as a 
sure that it will be evident how | feel damaging and just plain mean. | school. To ease that difficulty in the renting deposit before occupancy, but 
about them individually. ‘ system, the apartments are no longer after occupancy, the same $100.00 

® continued on page 7, : 

° under the Landlord and Tenant Act nor ? 


continued on page 3 


Next Issue’s Centre Spread this iSsSsU E- 


Truthful Witness and Honest Testimony 


Humouris.. . 


Issues are not dealt with unless we voice our opinions and express how we feel. 
Speaking out is perfectly legitimate and to do so is honesty and truth. 

Is it love to soften the truth? How do we honestly speak and act out of love? 
Do you have an issue on your mind that you would like raise? 
Whether it be the administration, the opposite sex, jocks, musical and athletic 
now is your chance to clear the air. 

“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up 
in Him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” Eph. 4:15 


Deadline: 


Hazard College 
Personal Testimonies 


Newest Course: Fun 101 


@bjekt Bok’Z in review 


SE a 


Tommy’s Education 
Wednesday, February 28, 1996 before 6:00PM 


on the CROWN disc in the Computer Lab, Please save your 
article in WordPerfect 5.1 for our convenience. 


eeqqgoogcodcsod 


Mercy Killing 


Volume 13, Number 9 Page 1 


EDITORIAL 


Musings 
of 


Diana Mostert 
-Editor- 


Why is it that there are more males 
writing for the CROWN than there are 
females when the male to female ratio of 
the College is 60% female and 40% 
male? When it comes to articles in the 
CROWN, 56% of them are written by 
males and 44% by females. Now you 
might be wondering why this is a con- 
cern to me when the percentages as they 
presently stand are really not that far 
apart. Right! But that changes drasti- 
cally when considering the centre spread 
articles of the CROWN. 

Since the first CROWN of this 
academic year, 74% of the centre spread 
articles have been written by males and 
26% by females. Why is this? Have the 
centre spread topics somehow been male- 
oriented? I don’t think so. Do women 
have nothing or little to say about their 
professors, their future, their academic 
studies, humour, multiculturalism, 
relationships and the like? I don’t think 
so. 

| would hope that such is not the 
case, anyways. However, I have been 
thinking a little about this and asked 
myself and a few professors and friends 
about this very issue. 

Perhaps there is some truth to the 
idea that most of us, men and women, 
have been raised with the idea that men 
are the leaders in the home and therefore 
have the first right and the last right to 
speak on any and every issue that comes 
at hand. I’m not sure that all of this has 
been intentional to disregard the ideas 
and thoughts of women but it seems to 
have done so none-the-less. 

Perhaps we as women have not felt 
that our thoughts and ideas have been 
considered as valid. Perhaps we have not 
always had the opportunity either to raise 
our concerns, thoughts and ideas about 
issues before in the presence of men. 
Perhaps this is the reason why we as 
women tend to be more timid and 
hesitant to raise our voices and join in the 
dialogue with men in and outside of 
class. 

I myself often wonder whether or not 
what I say in class holds any validity 
with my peers as well as professors. Not 
being the most confident person to state 
what I believe, I have often kept back 
certain ideas, comments or questions. 
Yet I feel there is a need for more women 


to speak up and add our perspectives, 
knowledge, ways of thinking and our 
ideas into dialogue with the men around 
us. I believe that both men and women 
have a lot to learn from this. 

Since we women are here at an 
academic institution for higher learning, 
we must have some notion that we have 
something important to say and to 
contribute to higher learning and to 
thoughts and ideas in general. Therefore, 
we need to confront the issue about about 
our hesitancy of raising our voices. 

Here at Redeemer we have the 
opportunity to make comments, ask 
questions and share our ideas in class and 
be listened to. Or maybe some would 
disagree? 

In speaking to a few people about 
this question, | came across another 
difference which makes a rather strong 
impact in classes. It has been observed 
that when a male speaks up in class, he 
tends to use a Strong, authoritative voice 
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and speaks as if he knows exactly w a 
he is talking about. In relation to the 
male classmate, the female, when 
speaking in class, will be much more 
cautious about her words as well as not 
necessarily using a voice of confidence. 
It may very well be that she knows what 
she is talking about but does not use that 
same authoritiative tone which a male 
would use. 

Perhaps there are different assump- 
tions that a male brings to class when 
sharing comments which are different 
from a female’s. I’m not clear on what 
those assumptions would be, but they 
may be something like males assuming 
they have new points to contribute to the 
class, while females do not necessarily 
assume that. Perhaps it’s just a different 
perspective about sharing comments. 

I am using the word perhaps here 
over and over because I don’t have the 
answers. Why is it that I don’t use an 
authoritative voice when making com- 
ments or sharing ideas? Why is it that I 
am one of few females to write opinion 
articles in the CROWN? Why are many 
class discussions led by the males in the 
class? 

I believe this is a complex issue that 
we as Christians need to deal with. As 
I’ve written in a previous article, the 
relationship between men and women 
needs to be reconciled; it needs to be 
made new in the way that Christ makes 
our lives new each and every day. 

Men need to see the importance of 
women beyond their physical beauty and 
need to recognize the fact that God gave 
both men and women minds to think with 
and to deal with the many struggles 
which humans have to deal with. 

As I’ve also written before, there are 
many valuable strengths which women. 
have been blessed with that are there to 
stand alongside the strengths of men. 
When these strengths are all working in 
their proper place then I believe a healthy 
relationship between men and women 
can flow. 

With this in mind, men need to 
recognize their need for women intellec- 
tually and women need to fill that need as 
well. Men need to give women their 
chance to speak. Women need to make 
an effort to speak up. Women need to 
know and feel that what they have to say 
is important and accepted beyond the 
circle of women. Men and women need 
to acknowledge that they interact and 
react with issues in different ways which 
are equally valid. My hope is that the 
CROWN would be a forum in which both 
men and women share their ideas without 


restraint. 
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Dorm 8: Back With @ Vengence 


Dear Editor, 

Looking over the tiny corner article in 
the last CROWN (which in my opinion 
should have been the center spread), 
disappointment spread across the faces of 
those who occupy dorm eight. The 

( oe that arose in our dorm was, 

_ “What will people think after they read 
this error-filled article?” First, people 
will probably think that dorm eight can’t 
count. From reason two to reason four? 
What’s that about? We do know how to 
count--for those who think otherwise. 


We don’t know why the CROWN would ~ 


make such a grave mistake; didn’t they 
find it funny enough? Reason three of 
why dorm eight is the coolest was: 
“Derek has two girlfriends on campus 
who don’t know about each other.” To 
make sure things aré clear, Derek has 
only one girlfriend. It was written just to 
bug Sarah. We forgive the CROWN. 

. Secondly, reason four is quite 
confusing to some. Here is a simplified 
version. “Those who come over asking 
for food only ask because they want to be 
in the presence of greatness.” We’re not 
sure if that is our fault or the CROWN’ s, 


The CROWN is printed by Hamilton Web 
Printing and Publishing: 
A Division of Brabrant Newspapers Ltd. in 
Stoney Creek, Ont. 


The CROWN 
c/o Redeemer College 
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Ancaster, ON 
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crown@redeemer.on.ca 
The CROWN is published 12 times per 


academic year. It is funded by advertising and 
by the students of Redeemer College. 


so we will forget about this mistake also. 
Thirdly, after asking the CROWN to - 

make some changes in the dorm numbers 

who keep begging us to have them over 

for dinner, I’m sad to say that the correc- 

tions weren’t made. Dorms that should 


be added are dorms five and fourteen. — 
However, we ave MIR LEWEMAEE > es 
ignore that mistake. — - 
Finally, the last mistake made was in 
the byline. For the article to make sense, 
the byline should have read “Anony- 
mous”, not “Dorm Eight”. We under- 
stand this mistake--it could happen to 
anyone, so we say, “Oh well, what can 
you do?” 
This letter of vengence seems to be 
an letter of forgiveness, but the way I see 
it, we--dorm eight, now have had our 
revenge. 
in forgiveness 
Jason Hofing 


DM--editor. I was unaware of certain editing 
that had taken place. My apologies. Anony- 
mous articles are not published in the 
CROWN. Please put your name with your 
thoughts. 


You may contact the editor by calling 304- 
3509. Letters to the editor may be mailed 
to the preceding address, mailed on campus 
via Redeemet's inter-campus mail system 
(ICM), submitted under the door of the 
CROWN office, room 251, or e-mailed 
locally to crown. Advertising rates 
available upon request. 

Letters should be no longer than 200 
words, may be edited for brevity and 
clarity, and will be printed as space permits. 
No anonymous submissions will be 
published. Submissions for the next issue 
must be received by: Wednesday, February 
28, 1996 at 6:00PM. 

The CROWN is published by students, 
but is dedicated to the entire Redeemer 
College Community. 


The following people are CROWN staff members. A staff member is someone who has contributed to three or more issues of the CROWN, 

¢ Danny Bird, Jeff Breukelman, Chris Cuthill, Brad Cuzen, Heather DeHaan, Shawn de Raaf, Vaughn Gowling, Neii Houtman, Elsie Korvemaker, 
Jim Krale, Jessica LaCasse, Dan Reilly, Trevor Ross, Becky Shain, Michelle ter Haar, Ben Van Arragon, Kevin Van Geel, Jonathan Weverink, 
Sid Ypma, Suzanne Zantingh, Tim Zuidema, Scott Zylstra 


cartoon by Diana Mostert, a take-off of Norman Rockwell's Sorting Mail 
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Apartments... 


@ continued from page |, 


would then be used as a damage deposit. 
This damage deposit was made in an 
agreement between the Tenant Associa- 
tion of 1994 and the Administration and 
Finance Committee. 

Now, it is February 1996 and 
another set of recommendations from the 
Administration and Finance Committee 
has been put forward to the tenants of the 
apartments. One point in the recommen- 
dations that has caused some tension and 
dispute is the increase in the amount of 
the deposit. Instead of the agreed upon 
$100.00 of 1994, the deposit would be 
the equivalent of one month’s rent per 
adult. This deposit would, just like the 
$100.00, be used initially as the deposit 
for securing the apartment space and then 
as the damage deposit. As with the 1994 
agreed $100.00, the deposit would also 
be returned after apartment inspection, 
after thirty days of the leaving of occu- 
pancy in the apartment space. 

The confusing and debated aspect of 
all of this is that the apartment dwellers 
do not agree with this recommendation 
and feel unable to do anything about it. 
The tenants have been approached for 
their suggestions or thoughts on the 
recommended issues to form together to 
once again build a Tenant Association to 
discuss the issues and then to send a 
representative to the Administration and 
Finance Committee to address their 
concerns. However, this association has 
not been officially formed, which does 
not help in getting its voice heard. 

The disagreement comes in place in 
a number of ways. The apartment 
residents do not benefit from such a 
policy and would rather not have to pay 


for a damage deposit at all. If they were 
under the Landlord and Tenant Act they 
would not have to pay such a deposit. 
The reason Redeemer has a damage 
deposit policy as a safety net is to prevent 
two things. Initially the deposit was to 
prevent people from making an agree- 
ment to rent the apartments and then 
walk out, and secondly, to pay for 
damage if needed, 

The security deposit attempt has 
failed and many people have walked 
away from their $100.00 deposit to find 
occupancy elsewhere for various reasons. 
The Administration and Finance Com- 
mittee recommended increasing the 
deposit to an amount equivalent to that 
of the first and/or last month’s rent 
hoping to prevent people from breaking 
their agreements, leaving the apartments 
vacant until others could fill it. 

Filling the apartments is not a 
problem but unfortunately people get 
caught in the middle. People who had 
wanted to live in the apartments but did 
not make it on the first priority list have 
needed to search elsewhere for a place to 
live. Sometimes that brings them into the 
dorms but often people move off campus. 
When someone breaks his agreement and 
leaves the initial deposit behind, those 
who had wanted occupancy and failed to 
make it originally, lose out. Often by the 
time an apartment is free, these people 
have found other, perhaps less conven- 
ient or less suitable, arrangements. So by 
increasing the initial deposit, the College 
is reducing the risk of broken agreements 
as well as securing a huge amount of 
cash flow for possible damage. 

Perhaps some of the difficulty and 
tension that has arisen due to the memo 
from Margaret Buma, which was sent to 
the tenants in October of 1995 concern- 
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VA? Update 


as 


» 


ing this as well as other recommendations, 
is that there was a misunderstanding 
concerning the policy and agreement made 
in 1994 with the Tenant Association. 

The tenants understood the 1994 
decision as one of negotiation while the 
Administration and Finance Committee 
seemed to see it as a consultation. Tenants 
believe that the decisions made in 1994 
could not be altered without further 
negotiations with the Administration and 
Finance Committee. The feeling now is 
that the agreement is being broken. 

Margaret Buma, member of the 
Administration and Finance Committee, 
stated that memos have been sent to all the 
apartment tenants and that it was advised 
that the tenants form a Tenant Association 
again to discuss the recommendations of 
the Administration and Finance Commit- 
tee. Not having officially formed such an 
association puts this all into a rather poor 
perspective. None of the tenants, as a 
representative, have come to discuss the 
matter with Margaret Buma. 

However, as stated before, the tenants 
are not in agreement on this issue. They 
believe that increasing the initial deposit 
will reduce the amount of people that want 
to live in the on campus apartments. As 
concerned students, a couple of tenants 
addressed Student Senate for their assist- 
ance. Shawn de Raaf set up a meeting of: 
tenants to discuss the tenants’ concerns. — 
Their concerns were about: the benefit of 
a security for the College versus no benefit 
for the tenant; the deposit, which is larger 
than that for a dorm, would be applied 
towards atenant’s rent; the recommenda- 
tions contradict the policy drawn up in 
1994: and the recommendations contradict 
general renting procedures. 

All of the recommendations which 


barefoot 


were sent to the tenants in the memo 
from Margaret Buma and the issues 
discussed in this article are still in the 
process of revision at this time and 
further discussion wii// take place 
between the tenants and the Adminis- 
tration and Fianance Committee 
respresentatives for the tenants have 
already been chosen to see Margaret 
Buma with their concerns 


Two 


With this in mind, some recom- 
mendations have arisen: 

1. It would be beneficial to form 
some sort of Tenant Association for 
eliminating communication confusion 
Let your voice be heard for the present 
and the future of the apartments. 

2. Work on clarifying the 1994 
agreement by making a new/revised 
written policy by negotiation, not by 
consultation. 

3. Either the College should call the 
apartments dorms, or administer them 
more in accordance with the Landlord 
and Tenant Act. Apartment policies 
need to be clarified. 

4. If there must be a damage deposit 
and inspections take place, a system 
needs to be put in place to protect the 
tenant from damage deposit loss due to 
the previous tenant’s occupancy. 

If Redeemer College wants to 
keep students of all years on campus, a 
clarified policy needs to be written up. 
As stated by Shawn de Raaf: “Having 
students from all years on campus has 
definite benefits for campus life as well 
as for the College.” In many ways, 
students from every year have been 
able to contribute to campus and 
college life through easy access to 
campus activities. Let’s hope that we 
can keep this up.@ 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


PRESENTS 


THE GREAT STUDENT 


WEDDING 


Applications are now available for the positions of 


Student Co-ordinator (VA’) 
| and 
Assistant to 
the Student Co-ordinator (VA’) 


Daid through the Work/study Program, the two successful candi- 
dates will work together under the supervision of Shawn Stovell (if 
you can stand it!), Admissions Counsellor, to co-ordinate the efforts 
of the VA? team in developing and implementing all on-campus visiting 
events for prospective students, 


. $399.99. 


COMPLETE 
WEDDING 
COVERAGE 


CONTACT : JOHN BIJL AT 527-5583 


FAMILY PORTRAITS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE 


* MUST BE A REDEEMER STUDENT 
Speak to Shawn Stovell, Sid Ypma or Richard Zekveld for more information. Applications are 


available in the VA? Office (R, 204). Application Deadline is Wednesday, February 21, 1996. 
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CAMPUS LIFE 


Upcoming Events at Redeemer — 


Prayer every moming on the stage 
in the Auditorium from 7:30AM 
to 8:00AM happening every 
weckday. Please try to push 
yourself to show up at least once 
this week. 


Angels and Mortals happening 
now! 


Van Run 
Thursday, February 15th at 6:30 * 
PM. The van run costs only one 
dollar! 


Skating at Ancaster Arena. 
Monday, February 19th, the first 
day of reading break from 2PM 
until 3:30PM. The cost is only 
$2.00 per person or $5.00 per 
family. Please show support for 
this Student Life Activity! 


On Wednesday, February 28th at 
8:00PM in the Black Box, Re- 
deemer College is privileged to 
present, sponsored by the Canada 
Council, highly acclaimed poet 
and author John Steffler. The 
author of the works “The Grey 
Islands”, “The Wreckage of Play” 


Ken is 
Abell to 
Please 


by Stephanie Silva 
In the concert, featuring Ken Abell on 
Thursday, was a sensational show for the 
rocker, jazzer, and blues lover. The 
performance was a variety of genres 
which appealed to most music lover’s 

Ken Abell is an exceptional song- 
writer with a strong passionate focus that 
demonstrates his highly visible talent. 
While strumming the strings of his 
guitar, one can honestly feel the inten- 
sity of his message and the strength of 
his melody flow throughout the room 
Abell was able to incorporate Christian 
values into a blues and rock motif which 
resulted into a well blended and impres- 
sive combination 

Another singer, which deserves 
some praise is Dave Ellsworth. The 
passion involved in his personal struggle 
and the bittersweet melody of his 
inspirational song filled the Black Box 
with emotion as he tried to show his 
gratitude to the individual who has been 
a life line to him 

Tim Lyon and Marc Hoogstad 
added a different and sophisticated 
sound to the performance through their 
contributions. Lyon, playing the violin, 
added a sweet mellow sound to the 
whole ensemble, causing the depth of 
the music to grow. Hoogstad, was very 
pleasing in the percussion areas, adding 
that extra full bodied sound effect 

All in all, the performance was a 
complete success and Redeemer should 
be proud of the musical talent being 
cultivated here. @ 


ii 


and “The Afterlife of George 
Cartwright, John Steffler has had 
numerous achievements, winning 
the 1992 Smithbooks/Books in 
Canada First Novel Award and the 
1993 Thomas Raddall Award. 
This is truly a high quality event! 
Announcement inspired by Profes- 
sor Hugh Cook. 


This news just came in! 100 days 
and the Craig Douglas Band will 
kick off their Canadian Tour at 
Redeemer College on Thursday, 
March Ist. Tickets are only $5.00 
and at this price they won't last! 


Talent Show 

Saturday Night, March 16th in the 
Auditorium. All proceeds will go 
to Wesley Urban Ministries in 
Hamilton. Cost still unknown but 
might be opened up to the commu- 


nity. 


Coffee House! 
Start thinking of acts you could do! 


March 12th 
Irrational Week 
March 11th to March 15th. 


John VanHuizen, Ryan McKenna and Mike Kleinhuis of Rashasha/\/V\*ahh performing 


Rashasha//\\* ahh 
(Whoopa Ya Sure Ya Betcha!) 


by Johanna Fernhout and Melissa 
DeVries 

The name says it all; comical, scandal- 
ous and down right wild. In the first 
ever Rec Centre Production, three of 
Redeemer’s craziest first years took 
centre stage to raise money for the 
Mississippi Mission Trip. The act 
opened up with their signature song Hi 
and the banquet favourite J’m a Man. . 
., but is Kleinhuis really a man? As the 
show progressed he proved himself well. 
The rest of their repertoire for the first 
set included old favourites like the 
Swedish version of Pharaoh, Pharaoh. 
Suddenly the lights dimmed and out of 
the dark Axl Rose appeared right before 
our eyes performing J’m Not an Animal. 
Other songs included in the first set were 
Ophelia, Marie, (great stamina guys!) 


Hazard College 


and New Song. 

After a short break, which the guys 
used to prepare themselves for their 
serious sides, Jon opened the new set 
with a song he wrote, entitled Not a 
Fall, Next it was Trish Rhebergen’s 
turn in the limelight, to briefly explain 
the reasons for the evening and dona- 
tions (which amounted to $112). The 
next two songs were heart wrenching 
numbers, Homeless by Mike and Luff 
Song by Ryan. the evening ended on an 
upbeat note with J Love Life and the 
audience joining in for Step by Step. 
Thanks Guys for putting on such a great 
show; all of us hope there will be more 
to come. A special mention goes out to 
Tim Brand and Tim Zuidema . . . just 
because. @ 


by Mike Sheep 

Luke Duke finished polishing the 
chrome headers of the 440 inch Chrysler 
engine that lurked beneath the open 
hood, while Bo checked the tire pressure 
of the four black sidewalls on the 1969 
orange Dodge Charger. The Duke boys 
stood back and admired the General Lee 
when suddenly a voice crackled over the 
cb 

“This is Shepherd to Lost Sheep; 
this is Shepherd to Lost Sheep, Do you 
read me?” 

“Its Uncle Jesse!” yelled Bo, as he 
dashed toward the General Lee and 
grabbed the cb. “This is Lost Sheep to 
Shepherd, I read you; over.” 

“Bo, I just got a call from Cooter. 
He wants you boys to head over to the 
garage as quick as you can. Do you read 
me?” 

“10-4 Uncle Jesse, we're on our 
way. Bo tossed the cb back into the 
car, closed the hood, and walked back to 
where Luke Duke was standing. “Let’s 
kick some dust!” he yelled and both of 
them sprinted towards the General Lee, 
Bo sliding across the hood in typical 
Hazard County fashion, and jumping 
into the drivers seat. Luke jumped 
through the window of the passenger 
side and the General Lee roared to life. 

“Man, I’m glad we welded the doors 
shut” commented Luke, as Bo put it to 
the pin and peeled some serious rubber 

After hightailing it across Hazard 
County, Bo and Luke arrived at Cooter’s 
varage, just in time to see Cooter 
himself step outside, with an old rag 
around his greasy hands. Daisy Duke, a 
pretty cousin of Bo and Luke, was also 
at the garage 

‘Hey Sheepdog!” yelled Bo as, the 
Duke Boys crawled out of the windows 


of the General Lee and ran up to the 
garage door. Luke kicked the tire of 
Cooter’s tow truck and asked what was 
going on. 

. “Listen Boys” Cooter replied. 
“Boss Hogg’s up to no good again. | 
just saw him talking to Sheriff Roscoe P. 
Coltrane. Daisy here said she heard 
what they were talking about. 

“Hey Little Bo Peep, tell us what 
they’re up to” called Bo. Daisy, tanned 
and wearing cutoff jeans, motioned to 
Bo and Luke to keep it down. “They 
said that there was some important 
business over at Redeemer College. 
They had to get there in a hurry.” 

“That’s over on Highway 53" Luke 
remarked. 

“Well, what are we waiting for. 
Let’s go.” shouted Bo. The Duke Boys 
sprinted back to the General Lee, 
leaping in through the open windows. 
Cooter ran to his tow truck while Daisy 
jumped into her jeep, and the three 
vehicles headed quickly towards Re- 
deemer. 

Meanwhile at Redeemer College, 
Nancy Hartholt, 25 and having a South- 
ern accent of her own, sat in her Student 
Life office, deeply engaged with Boss 
Hogg over the phone. Boss Hogg and 
Sheriff Roscoe P. Coltrane were 
squished into a phone booth, not too far 
away. “Are you sure you're from the 
Ministry of Transportation?” she asked. 
“| thought that volunteering for the 
‘Adopt-a-Highway’ program was a good 
idea. If we got enough volunteers from 
Redeemer to participate, we would only 
have to pick up road side trash on 
Highway 53, from Glancaster Road to 
Southcott, once or twice a year and we 
could even get a little road sign with our 
name on it.” 


Boss Hogg muffled his voice with a 
white handkerchief and motioned over 
the mouth piece of the phone at Roscoe 
P. Coltrane to stop giggling. “Look 
Ma’am, these are the facts” he said as 
his cigar hung at the side of his mouth. 
“The Ministry of Transportation doesn’t 
think there is a problem with road side 
litter in your area. So let’s just call this 
‘Adopt a Highway’ thing off and forget 
about it.” 

From her second floor window, 
Nancy could see a number of plastic 
bags blowing across highway 53. “Are 
you sure?” she questioned. “What about 
the community awareness that this 
opportunity gives Redeemer. It would 
show that we care about the environ- 
ment.” 

“Ma’am, I must admit, your heart is 
in the right place. But we don’t have a 
big budget to work with here at the 
Roadside Vegetation Management Unit 
so we have cancelled all our environ- 
mental programs. Roscoe P. Coltrane 
could hardly conceal his laughter as 
Boss Hogg continued to talk into the 
phone. “So, I'll let you get back to your 
work now.” 

Just as Nancy put the phone back 
onto the receiver an orange car with the 
confederate flag painted on the roof and 
the number (01 on the doors pulled into 
the college’s drive way. It was followed 
by a tow truck and a white jeep. Nancy 
stared in disbelief, thinking that it 
couldn’t be, but her suspicions were 
confirmed when she heard the horn of 
the orange Dodge Charger blare out the 
first few bars of “Dixie”. 

Dean Schat walked towards Nancy’s 
office door. “Its the Dukes of Hazard!” 
he exclaimed. 

To be continued. .@ 
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OUR CHRISTIANITY 


Listening to God 


by Nicola Ashcroft 
Isaac Newton once said, “If I have ever 
made any valuable discoveries, it has 
been owing more to patient attention 
than any other talent.” This is how | 
feel about Redeemer College and I 
would like to share with you how I came 
to be here. ; 

I was born in Liverpool, England, but 
I lived most of my life in Brantford, 
Ontario. My exposure to Christianity 
led me to accept Christ into my heart 
when I was nine years old, but I was yet 
to understand the implications of that 
life-long commitment. When I gradu- 
ated from high school, I decided to enrol 
at The University of Western Ontario in 
London to study psychology and social 
work. At this point in my life, Re- 
deemer was just a building I passed 
sometimes on my way to Hamilton. At 
first I loved Western; with its tall clock- 
tower buildings, covered in ivy, I often 
felt an atmosphere of old schools in 
England. This was the only feeling of 
‘home’ that I would ever feel there. 
With my largest class being 1000 people 
and my smallest being 200, I soon 
memorized my 2293868 student number, 
because in the eyes of the school, that 
was the only thing that differentiated me 
from other students. I had to force 
myself to not be intimidated by the 
professors who didn’t know me from the 
sea of specks in their lecture crowd. I 
also found I had no embarrassment from 
asking questions in class in front of 
1000, 500, or 200 people. Unfortu- 
nately, I also lost respect for my profes- 


sors, who or se Ape if they 


clear tha Christian perapectives had no 
place in his class room! Incidentally, I 
dropped that class after two weeks. On 
top of the academic disappointment in 
the school, I had four roommates in two 
years that turned to drugs. 


hysterical and three people 


I moved off campus after March of 
my second year, but was still planning to 
finish my education there. Looking 
back, I feel that God was shouting out 
the reasons why I didn’t belong at 
Western, but I wasn’t listening--until the 
sequence of events unfolded beginning 
on July 11, 1995. Then I began to listen. 

I was taking a Statistics course 
during the summer registration, and 
being mathematically challenged, I 
wanted to get the required course over as 
quickly as possible. Then as my boy- 
friend and I were driving home from 
school, we were in a horrendous auto- 
mobile accident. 

A young driver, on his way to 
baseball practice, was speeding and was 
too interested in looking at his radio for 
a good station to see the red light--and 
ultimately my car. In a split second, 
Jeremy and I were smashed into a space 
of one of these newspapers opened up. 
Jeremy was immediately unconscious 
with parts of his brain bleeding and torn. 
He remained in a coma for ten days, and 
could have died within the first forty- 
eight hours. My injuries were also 
frightening. I was thrown into the 
driver's seat door and pushed up into the 
tiny space between the door and the 
steering wheel. Immediately after the 
impact, I wanted to get us both out of 
the car, but as I tried to step out, I 
collapsed onto a bed of sharded glass on 
the pavement. I couldn’t feel my legs, 
and my back felt like it had been 
snapped in half. Then, when I saw 
Jeremy hunched over the steering wheel, 
unresponsive to my screams, I went 


me still, in case my back was injured. It 
turned out that my pelvis was broken in 
four places, one break was very close to 
my hip socket. I couldn’t move at all for 
days and the only way I could see 
Jeremy was to have my bed pushed 
beside his in intensive care so that I 


could hold his hand. When I could be 
put into a wheelchair, I was able to sit 
with him and talk, sing, read and espe- 
cially pray for him. I’m still amazed at 
the first words that Jeremy spoke when 
he eventually came out of the coma. 
Half of his face was paralysed and he 
could only whisper, but he said, “I saw a 
six hundred and forty foot Jesus.” 
Before the accident, Jeremy was an 
atheist and here he was telling me that 
he saw Christ majestic and huge! Talk 
about an answer to prayer! 

Over the next few months, I was with 
Jeremy through every step of his recoy- 
ery, but due to the brain injury, so much 
of his personality had changed that he 
was no longer the ‘Jeremy’ | fell in love 
with. So we remain great friends and 
now share a love for Christ that I wasn’t 
able to share with him before. He is also 
doing quite well, and will be going back 
to Western in the fall. 

By the end of November, I was ready 
to decide what to do with my education. 
London, to me, represented pain and 
emptiness, so I wasn’t about to go back 
to Western. That’s when Rebecca 
Money, a student here at Redeemer, 
encouraged me to go to the Horizons 
weekend. I was overwhelmed by the 
peace and immediate love I received 
from everyone I spoke to here. I was 
actually touched to tears that a professor 
sat and ate lunch with me, in fact, I did 
lot of crying that weekend. | felt 
embraced in the patience and kindness 
in this place. 

Thanks ‘so much to Rebecca, to the 
professor who ate lunch with me, Addie, 


_ an immediate connected friend, and to 


Redeemer for being the family in Christ 


you all strive to be. It’s been a valuable 


discovery, in so many ways, to be here. 

I now pay much more attention to where 
God sends me, who He brings to me, and 
to what He says. And even when He 
whispers, I hope we will all hear.@ 


Reflections of a Convicted Westerner 


by Grant Gunnink 

I feel a certain irony as I sit, writing my 

criticisms of Western Society. It’s 

almost like I am turning my back on the 
educational and economic structure 
which has enabled me to be critical. 

Here I am, using Word Perfect at a 

Christian University sponsored by 

government loans, using my freedom of 

speech to vent my opinions. So here 

goes, please allow me to nail my “95 

thesis” on the door (figuratively speak- 

ing!). 

1, Being critical of one’s own society 
runs the risk of becoming disillu- 
sioned with one’s culture. However, 
my hope lies in Jesus Christ, who is 
lord of all, therefore | critique my 
society with hope and joy in the 
recognition of the coming kingdom 
of God. 

2. Wester Society is built from Greek — 
and Roman societies and has inher- 
ited many traits and thought patterns 
from them. If you had a defective 
gene in your family history, would 
you not want to know about it and 
how it affects you? Here at Re- 

_deemer, one of our foci is to chal- 

lenge students to evaluate where they 
_ come from. It saddens me when I 


see and hear students who don’t 
understand the importance of doing 
this in terms of Western thought and 
history. 

3. Western Society runs on a democracy 
which states very basically that the 
people decide how and by whom 
they wish to be governed. My 
question is, “If democracy runs on 
the people, what do you do if the 
people are sick?” 

4. We no longer educate our young to 
be good democratic citizens, we 
educate them to be good individual- 
istic, materialistic consumers. It’s no 
wonder democracy doesn’t seem to 
work any more. 

5. Our economic system runs on the 
principle of consuming. To quote 
Tony Campolo, “We have people 
inventing stuff that nobody needs so 
we can buy it for the person who has 
everything!” If we all stopped 
consuming, our society would fall 
apart. 

6. Our society is educated by mass 
media advertising so that we believe 
we need what we want. To quote 
Tony Campolo again, “We see 
people from every tribe and tongue 


and nation gathered atop a hill, 
holding hands, They are singing ‘I 
want to teach the world to sing in 
perfect, perfect harmony!’ So what 
is the catalyst of this phenomenal 
occurrence which even the day of 
pentecost did not achieve. That’s © 
right, Coca-Cola, and in case you 
were doubting it, folks, it’s the real 
thing!” Sadly, we believe that our 
spiritual needs can be met with 
material answers. 

7. 1 couldn’t begin to list the negative 
effects which the previous four 
points have had on families, women 
and children, and the environment in 
our society and around the world. 

8. Our Wester church, consisting of 
Roman Catholic and 20 300 other 
protestant denominations (stat 1990), 
is built on the Roman Empire’s 
emphasis on law. Are our theolo- 
gians merely lawyers arguing over 
loop-holes we can find in the canon 
thereby justifying our separatist 
attitudes? I’m strongly inclined to 
think so! 

9, Many early Roman Christians refused 
to call Caesar their Lord, and they 
paid for it with their lives. I wonder 


SPIRITUAL AND DEVOTIONAL LIFE 


Quench 
the Thirst 


by Marcee Groen 

A tap is a beautiful thing. Upon de- 
mand, it will produce a refreshing 
stream of water. The availability of 
water is often taken for granted. How 
many of us leave the faucet running 
while scrubbing our pearly whites? 

There is a mountainous place called 
San Manuel de la Para, in the Honduras, 
where people do not even have the 
option of turning on a tap. They have a 
view of the Francisco Morazon Reser- 
voir, but they do not have access to 
water. This need has inspired a dozen or 
more Redeemer students to leave on a 
trip down south for three weeks in May 
Their mission? To quench the thirst. 

We will devote our energy, along with 
the community, to installing this water 
system. Fifty-four water faucets will be 
put in to meet the needs of the village, 
school and church. 

‘ Although there is a lot of excitement 
over this project, there may also be a lot 
of questions. Sometimes, friend's 
respond in this way, "You're working for 
free? Like, forno money? Are you 
sane?" People wonder why a poor 
university student will give up his or her 
time to work for nothing. Here is a little 
clue: "I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink." We are called to 
care for others because Christ says that 
whatever we do for our brothers, we also 
do it for Him. God plants the desire in 
our hearts, we feel it's stirring, and then 
we choose to obey or disobey. If it is 
His will, He will open the doors and 
show us the way. 

There once was a man called Jonah 
who tried to ignore God's plan for him. 
Where did he end up? Soaking in the 
stomach of an oversized fish. The father 
in heaven has incredible plans for all His 
children. Perhaps He isn't calling you to 
missions in Honduras, but are you 
listening for wahtever mission He has in 
mind for you? Through your prayers 
and assistance, you can help your fellow 
students follow God's will. God will 
bless those who care. Think of it this 
way; if God's calling is obeyed, we save 
a lot of whales from indigestion.@ 


how many ways we call Caesar-- 
Western Society--to be Lord, either 
because of ignorance or apathy or 
fear? 
As mentioned earlier, criticizing one’s 
society can cause one to become disillu- 
sioned and lose hope. However, Jesus 
said, “In this world you will have 
troubles, but don’t lose heart for I have 
overcome.” Let your stay at Redeemer 
show you how to be “shrewd as serpents 
yet innocent as doves”. Let the profes- 
sors show you what it means to live a 
Christian life in our Western society, 
Learn because it will deepen your 
relationship with Christ and deepen your 
piety. Then when you leave here, make 
sure you are equipped to serve Christ in 
this world while not Being of this world. 
If there is only one thing you learn from 
being here, make sure that’s it. I’m not 
the brightest student to ever graduate 
from here, nor will I go onto the most 
prestigious career, and I probably won't 
utilize half of the material I learned. 
But I do know where I come from and 
how Christ needs to make a difference in 
that, and to me, that is what matters.@ 
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Sarcasm--a for- | 
gotten attibutes” 
of God 


by David Van Minnen 

Does the Bible have humour in it? Well, it certainly is 
tough on joking around. Look at Ephesians 5:4, “Nor 
should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, 
which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.” 

So, humour is out of place, then? I would argue 
that dirty humour is out of place. Sadly, there is some- 
thing in man that reserves the heartiest laughter for those 
things which are defiled with lewdness or racism or 
sexism. This is because of the curse of the fall. How- 
ever, we must walk as those who have been raised from 
the dead, being imitators of God. 

Hmmm, imitators of God . . . this raises the 
question, does God author humour? I say, yes, abun- 
dantly. Then what kind of humour? Well, before we 
jump into Biblical considerations, just tell me if you can 
think of humour in God’s general creation. Things a 
baby says, a clumsy puppy, an albatross landing, look an 
orangutan in the face at full smile and tell me that God 
doesn’t have a sense of humour! 

As for the Bible, many people feel that the only 
humour to be found is the corny stuff like the shortest 
man in the world (Bildad the Shuhite) and the first car 
accident (when Saul drove his Javelin into the wall), 
But I would like to point out to you that the Scriptures 
actually drip with irony and especially sarcasm. 

Let me ask a few rhetorical questions by way of 
illustration: Do you find it somewhat funny that the 
great King Nebuchadnezzar finished off his time in the 
spotlight by grazing like a cow on all fours? (Dan.4:33) 
Try to listen to this proverb through the ear of a Jew, 
“Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout is a beautiful woman 
who shows no discretion.” (Prov.1 1:22) How about 
getting through to a stubborn and disobedient man by 
way of a talking mule! (Num.22:21) 

But this article was supposed to be about sarcasm. 

I was once at a Bible study where we were having a 
hard time with one of Jesus’ more difficult sayings. 
“Perhaps it’s sarcasm,” | blundered. Soon Bibles, 
commentaries and dictionaries were being waved about 
like clubs and angry faces uttered phrases like “holiness 
of God” and “sarcasm is sinful” and just as they had me 
tied up and were packing the kindling around my feet, it 
was time for coffee kletz. Whew! Needless to say, I 
went slinking home with my tail between my legs and 
gave the matter some thought. 


Sarcasm in the Bible: 

When Jesus asked the Pharisees, “What did you go 
out to see, a reed shaken by the wind?” (Matt.11:7), was 
He really wondering if they had gone out for that 
reason? When He asked the well-read Pharisees, “Have 
you not read?” (Matt.12:3,5), don’t you think that might 
have been a little sarcastic? 

God said to the Israelites, “Go and cry out to the 
gods you have chosen. Let them save you when you are 
in trouble!” (Judg.10:14) Did He really want them to do 
that? To Job He says (about where light came from) 
“Surely you know, for you were already born! You 
have lived so many years!” (Job38:21) Also notice the 
tone of Job 41, Amos 4:4, and Judges 9:7-19. 

Ask Dr. Wolters how God took the great 
Babylonians and rubbed their noses in their greatest 
achievements (Dan.5), and notice that He had already 
done something similar to the Egyptians with the ten 
plagues. 

The classic example, of course, is provided by the 
prophet Elijah. (1Kings18:27) Just imagine this prophet 
dancing alongside the priests of Baal as they cut them- 
selves up in a frenzy. “Shout louder! Surely he’s a god! 
Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy (Literally: 
defecating), or on a trip! Maybe he’s asleep and you 
have to wake him up!” 

Our God pokes fun, laughs, and most importantly, 
He always gets the last laugh. 

There is plenty of “divine comedy” in the Scrip- 
tures, albeit most of it has either fallen prey to Eliza- 
bethan sanitizing or is too sophisticated for our concep- 
tions of humour. 

Even God’s great plan of redemption has a gentle, 
mirthful irony about it. Just read Hebrews 11: God uses 
fools, cowards, womanizing brawlers, and whores to 
accomplish His divine plans! 

His ways are past finding out, and that’s no joke. 


“What’s in a Word, Anyway?” 


by Scott Zylstra 

What makes some things funny and other things boring? 
What exactly is a sense of humour? (Obviously it is not 
one of the five senses, but in all honesty, what is this 
thing called humour?) What makes some articles, inside 
and outside of the CROWN, boring? 

Humour, it seems to me, requires an acute aware- 
ness of what type of audience will be reading the work 
in question. The writer must intimately understand the 
audience’s standpoint (philosophy) as well as their 
situation. For example, a Catholic priest who makes 
jokes about what the Pope does in the woods, clearly 
does not understand where his audience stands in 
regards to their faith, This priest obviously is not 
accurately aware of the situation which the people are 
living in. Humour, therefore, must take into account a 
crowd’s social, ethnic, and religious environments. 

This awareness of the audience’s environment is 
precisely what makes humour effective. A good 
comedian or comedy writer is accurately able to keep 
his or her finger on the pulse of a volatile environment. 
By making us laugh at ourselves and our situations 
(especially the ones which we create for ourselves), the 
comedian is able to relieve the situation as well as 
provide a valuable social commentary about how often 
society is oblivious to its own stench. (That is also why 
after one has had a good laugh, it often feels as though 
you have breathed a new breath. Good comedy pro- 
vides a “fresh” outlook about the facts of life. After all, 


the situation may be crap, but at least it’s crap with 
flowers growing in it.) 

Good humour also requires one form or another of 
suspension of disbelief. However, before I explore this 
facet any further, I must first explain the two major 
dimensions which suspension of disbelief must build 
upon. Disbelief, it seems to me, occurs in two forms: 
acceptance and denial. Denial is perhaps one of the 
most unique (and unusual) premises which make life’s 
little journeys that much more tolerable (and humorous). 
For example, the night after | totalled my car, it was a 
lot easier to sleep once I convinced myself that I was ° 
dreaming. Denial of my accident made the fact that my 
ten day-old car was gone seem humorous. After all, I 
was now the proud owner of the most expensive deer in 
North America. (In retrospect, at the time, walking to 
work for the next month and a half seemed pretty funny 
too. I hate walking.) hoe 4 

aes uspension of disbe Sey. , 5% 
acceptance of an impossible situstion: Here isa little | 
illustration to further explain my point. Have you ever 
sat beside a newspaper critic in a movie theatre? I have. 
It was worse than trying to explain my grades to my 
father. The guy kept saying stuff like “Yeah right!” or 
“That’s impossible.” I just wanted to scream out, “Give 
it a rest, buddy, its just a freaken’ movie!” Therefore 
humour, it seems to me, is a willing acceptance of an 
unrealistic situation in order to escape from the trials of 
everyday life. 


The Dorm (and what is found there) 


by Jon Weverink 

A closer look at Redeemer College will reveal to the 
observant eye two realms that coexist in questionable 
harmony. These two realms, which in no way suggest a 
dualism, are essential in the make-up of this social 
institution. Every student will be able to recognize these 
two realms, even if they’ ve never thought about it 
before. These two realms are “the school” and “the 
dorm”. 

The punishment that is exacted on the mind in 
higher education, I believe, is extreme. Each morning I 
wake up with the joy and excitement of being young, 
my fresh mind ready for new challenges and adventures, 
only to be lobotomized by the “to do” list at my bedside. 
I believe this has to do with the nature of “the school” 
which strives to bend and mould the mind into an 
entirely new creature than what it is inclined to be. “The 
school” appeals to our organizational skills, our ability 
to make logical connections between concepts and our 
endurance when contemplating the genius of hallowed 
thinkers. This is beneficial in the end and we are happy 
that it is being done to us but we must realize the nasty 
side effect we are left with. 

| know now that my academic survival depends on 
that second realm we call “the dorm”. “The dorm” is a 
place that is seemingly antithetical to “the school” but in 
reality is its most essential compliment. The dorm is a 
necessary alternative to the goings-on of the school, is 


the place of origin and, at the end of the day, our resting 
place. 

In order to understand the importance of this unique 
realm, it may be wise to join me on a brief excursion 
inside. Upon entering, you are greeted with what could 
be called anti-school. One searches for the logic in 
conversation . .-. and searches in vain. The premises 
for heated argument are sometimes so minuscule they 
are forgotten before the argument ends. Each member 
of the dorm takes it upon himself to use his intelligence 
not in diligent study, but in thinking of clever insults to 
fling at other members. And what is most essential is 
the easily sustainable level of humour that is found 
inside. The members of the dorm gather around and in 
loud, primitive, and ill-bred outbursts, lather one another 
with bizarre references to human anatomy, animals, and 
food. “The dorm” presents itself as an outlet of sorts for 
all that is undesirable contained within. 

Within this pit of animistic passions and emotion, 
we do find flaws and the unwanted. One must remem- 
ber that although twisted forms of male bravado and 
chivalrous violence do exist, there is, embracing all the 
strangeness, a bond of love and good feeling towards 
one another. There is a sharing that cannot be found in 
any other realm. Humour exists within all realms at 
Redeemer, but I believe it finds its true function in this 
place we call “the dorm”. 
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a Pretty Funny, eh? 


® continued from page |, 


strongly feel that sarcasm is right up there in our society 
with Mien and eu shness as a sickness, In this way, | 


On the other hand, chaos is part of humour that I 
quite enjoy. It is genuinely funny not to be able to 
predict the flow of events in life, a play or a musical 
composition. Many artists have used the technique of 
chaos to entertain their audiences. Of course, there are 

very serious events of chaos such as war, unexpected 


violence and tornados, but they are not generally seen as 
funny. What we do laugh at is women chasing men with 


potion in their eyes while the fairy queen falls in love 


with a man with a donkey head (Shakespeare’s Midsum- 


mer's Night Dream). Why on earth is this funny? 
- Because it would never really happen; because it is a 


parody of real situations we blush to recall ourselves in; 


because we are taken by surprise at every turn and we 
are delighted by the outcome, no matter how unpredict- 
able. These reasons are mere suggestions but I suspect 
that we like chaos and slapstick because we can relate 
and because real life is funny, so a spoof of it is even 
funnier. 

Wit, however, is a lost art these days. Humour has 
changed in the twentieth century. It has become com- 


mon, less sophisticated--there is less genius in exchang- 
-. ing wit. The Oxford English Dictionary defines wit over 


the span of four entire pages, but I shall endeavour to 


: present to you only the two definitions that | like. One-- 
wit is that quality of speech or writing which consists in 


the apt association of thought and expression. Or, as 
Alexander Pope would say, “True wit is Nature to 
_ advantage dress’d; What oft was thought but ne’er so 
ay well expressed.” And secondly, wit is talent for saying 
_ brilliant or sparkling things, especially in an amusing 
_ way. Again, to quote someone famous and to add 
validity to my argument, Mr. M. Morgann said, “It is 


wit, but I think not a man of wit without humour.” 
My point? There is none. Just a few things that I 

_ felt like saying. Funny is a kind of personal thing. | 

laugh at kids’ books, Mozart and Dave Banga because 


sh too, except maybe at Dave Banga, because he 
de pretty hilarious.@ 


_ very possible, I suppose, to be a man of humour without 


/all strike me as funny. And who's to say that you’ ll 


I Wish I Could Be 
On The Simpsons 


by Joshua R.(Homer J.) Dewaele 

There is much debate over the issue of humour. Hu- 
mour is set out to make us laugh at the mishaps of 
ourselves or others, (usually others). Christians today 
are getting upset over comedies that make light of things 
such as homosexuality, violence, sex and family values. 
New television shows such as Friends spend a great deal 
of time dealing with the issues of sex and homosexual- 
ity, but in a nonchalant sort of way. A regular viewer of 
the show would know that one of the characters had his 
wife leave him because she was in love with a woman; 
watching this can produce some degree of humour. And 
those who have seen most of the episodes may remem- 
ber the one where it was revealed that one of the eharac- 


__ ters married a man who was gay so that he could get a 


green card and work in the country. When they met 
each other again, he wanted a divorce becausé he 
wanted to get married to another woman because he was 
“straight”. I have never laughed so hard over someone 
not being gay, the whole scene was done as a reverse to 
the typical “I’m gay” scenario, with lines such as “What 
are your parents going to think?” and “How long have 
you known?” 

Cartoonesque shows such as The Simpsons used a 
warped view full of subtle and biting sarcasm on the 
issues of violence and family values. The Simpsons are 
a very dysfunctional family in which the children, 
especially Bart, seem to run the household. As you 
watch this show, you see different aspects of societal life 
portrayed in a way to poke fun at society as a whole. 
The police are bumbling idiots, the local variety store is 
run by the stereotypical Hindu/Muslim. The school 
shows the constant struggle between the “cool” and 
“dorky” kids, the teachers are shown as hating their job 
and longing for the summer. The kids’ favourite show 
Itchy and Scratchy contains some of the most violent 
minute-long clips for just about any cartoon. The 
Simpsons is regarded as one of those shows that mocks 
religion, family values, and many other of the standards 
that the Christian community holds. The way I see The 
Simpsons is as a means of looking at our society for 
some part as it really is and in some ways as a mirror of 
what it could be, I can joke about being a Simpson, but 
I am definitely glad that | don’t live in a household like 
that. 

The point | want to highlight is that everyone, 
Christian or not, has their own feelings on what is 
acceptable humour and what isn’t. We can’t tell some- 
one what they should and should not watch, or what is 
acceptable for someone else to laugh at. The line that 
says you have gone to far is vague and must be set by 
the individual, who then must find it in himself not to 
cross. @ 


Are we Out of 
Touch with 
Sarcasm? 


by Chris Cuthill 

When musician and satirist Steve Taylor released the 
single, / Blew Up the Clinic Real Good, it signalled 
nothing short of a major controversy for proponents on 
both sides of the abortion fence. Christian bookstores 
pulled his album, clinics threatened to sue, and after 
newspapers got wind of the story, most of his tour had 
to be canceled. Of course, if any of these reactionary 
imbeciles had taken time to understand what Taylor was 
saying, they would have realized the satiric intent of the 
song. It makes me wonder, have we truly lost the ability 
to detect the fruit of Swift? Has our language taken 
such a beating from deconstruction and political correct- 
ness that even the most blatant sarcasm requires smily 
faced emoticons :) ? 


Last summer I took some pretty obvious shots at 
American fundamentalism in what I saw as an extremely 
satiric magazine article. Soon after it was published, | 
received a call from an ultra right-wing Christian book 
publishing company in the States asking me to write a 


book for them. Did they not get the point? Could 
purportedly rational human beings actually misconstrue 
what I was saying so completely? Is satire dead? 

A careful reading of Scripture will reveal a Christ 
who truly knew the art of sarcastic comebacks. Dark 
forms of humour such as satire, parody and black 
comedy are among the most effective for expressing an 
Opinion and may provide an answer to the problem 
which Flannery O’Connor so astutely identified when 
she said: 

“Writers who see by the light of their Christian faith 
will have, in these times, the sharpest eyes for the 
grotesque, the perverse, and for the unacceptable. The 
novelist with Christian concerns will find in modern life 
distortions which are repugnant to him, and his problem 
will be to make these appear as distortions to an audi- 
ence which is used to seeing them as natural.” 

Satire is an important means by which reality is 
exposed, but as long as we remain oblivious and appre- 
hensive of humour’s shadow side, we will continue in 
the point-blank ignorance and apathy which has come to 
characterize the Christian community. We’ ve confused 
a discerning knowledge of the perversity of human 
nature as being synonymous to a well-placed pickle, and 
like the vipers of ancient Jerusalem, we wear self- 
righteous masks of sobriety. We need to learn how to 
laugh before we have any right to cry.% 


No Laughing 
Matter 


by Trevor Ross 

Humour--one of the greatest blessings God had given 
us; a welcome remedy in an often difficult world. This 
gift, like many other gifts, has been tainted by man’s 
sinfulness. We misuse this gift when we use it to bring 
attention to ourselves and win other people’s approval. 
The Bible states, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit.” (Philippians 2:3) 

Usually the most popular people in society are the 
ones with a good sense of humour--so many people try 
to develop their sense of humour to gain popularity. It 
is good to develop our sense of humour, as life is meant 
to be enjoyed, and we all need to laugh, but if it is to 
impress others, is this a genuine motive? Where does 
this lead striving to be popular? Proverbs 18:24 states, 
“A man of many companions may come to ruin, but 
there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” 
Friendships based on self-interest do not last and are not 
genuine--just recount the story of the prodigal son. 

Every person has a genuine funny side, as God has 
created us all different. Unfortunately, some may never 
find this if they are like a chameleon always changing 
their appearance to impress others and make them laugh. 
This meaningless attempt to please others ultimately 
leads to emptiness. “Even in laughter the heart may 
ache.” (Prov.14:13) 

The truth is that if you are more concerned with 
serving God and being the person God created you to 
be, you will have a very joyous life, “a merry heart has a 
continous feast.” (Prov.15:15) You will find laughter in 
the most unexpected places and your relationships with 
others will be more rich, joyful, and yes--humorous.@ 


~% 
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Redeemer’s Newest Course: 


FUN 101 


by Airic VanHuizen 

When | initially committed myself to 
submitting an article for this ‘favourite 
course’ series in the CROWN, I was in 
the process of studying and preparing for 
my final exams. As every student 
knows and has experienced, exam time 
is a very stressful period for the average 
student. I say average because I figure 
the highly intellectual student finds 
exams rather easy. The stress that is 
caused by the exams is usually the result 
of lack of preparation and the distraction 
of participating in other extra-curricular 
activities when studying should be a 
priority. Many of my peers and I are 
guilty of putting the blame of our lack of 
preparation for exams on the once-liked 
but now-hated professor--due to the 
insurmountable amount of information 
given throughout the semester that needs 
to be studied. As well, information that 
seemed very interesting throughout the 
semester is now painstakingly boring to 
study, simply because we are now 
required to understand it and must be 
able to regurgitate it. 

It is this exam stress that has forced 
me into the opinion that there is not one 
enjoyable or favourite course at Re- 
deemer that I will advertise for. How- 
ever, I have put a tremendous amount of 
thought into creating and submitting a 
template for future courses at Redeemer 
that practically all students will find 
enjoyable. Still, | am becoming more 
and more sure that the probability of my 
proposal actually occurring is very slim, 
but that is not going to stop me from 
fantasizing about it. 

* Here is a brief description of the 
first course required to receive a B.A in 
F.U.N. The name of the course is FUN 
101, for lack of a better name. The 
course calender will describe this course 
as “An introduction to fun and how to 
have fun. In the context of fun, the 


o 


focus will be on learning how to have 
fun with friends, showing jocks how to 
have fun at a Raptors or Leaf game, 
showing the artsies how to have fun at 
an art gallery or at the Shaw Festival and 
teaching a Poli-Sci guy how to have fun 
at the House of Commons. This course 
will give a brief description of how to 
have fun in each discipline.” 

The institution that adopts my 
course proposal will have a difficult 
time choosing the appropriate professor 
to administer the course. My sugges- 
tions for professor include Kramer from 
Sinefeld, Jim Carey from Ace Ventura 
or Bryan Zietsma from Ancaster. This 
professor is required to have the ability 
and the knowledge to have fun in all 
situations. A sense of humour is an 
extremely beneficial asset. 

The grading procedure would 
involve examining your actions in a 
practical environment related to your 
area of study. This would involve the 
professor joining you and a group of 
your classmates to an agreed upon 
recreational activity where each student 
must initiate and partake in behaviour 
that was discussed throughout the 
course. 

Those students who decide not to 
attend the recreational event or do not 
make an effort to have fun at the event 
will fail the course and will be required 
to take the course Again. Upper level 


" courses in the F.U.N. degree deal with 


the more philosophical and sociological 
basis for fun and will include attending 
recreational events outside of this 
country. 

If Mrs. Ryks-Szelekovsky is inter- 
ested in incorporating these courses into 
the Redeemer College Academic 
Calender, I would offer my ideas and I 
would also accept the Department Head 
designation if it were offered to me.@ 


Computer Science: 
19 


“Tt’s A Guy Thing” : 


by Andy Geleynse 
On Tuesday, January 30, | took the 
opportunity presented by Prof. Strauss to 
attend the Faculty Colloquium presented 
by Mary Leigh Morbey and Michelle 
TerHaar on “Getting Women Wired”. | 
am very glad that | did 

Initially, I admit, I had expected to 
hear demands for justice and equality 
What I found rather was a presentation 
full of questions addressing the ever- 
increasing appearance of barriers to 
women in the world of computers 

That “there are biases, limitations, 
and obstacles to women’s participation 
in computing”, though it may not be our 
individual experience, remains a statisti- 
cally proven issue. In results of a survey 
distributed by Morbey, this was further 
emphasized by some respondents who 
brushed the survey off as “silly”, “ri- 
diculous”, or simply refused to answer 
the questions 

The question remains: Why does 
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“the old boys’ network” seem to have 
such a huge lack of female “hackers”? 
From her research, Morbey suggests 
possibly “intimidation”, stereotypes of 
“illogical” women, and “an assumed 
edge [given] to males in knowledge 
comprehension and development”. Do 
these results derive from a failure to 
encourage young girls from pursuing 
certain careers, or are we simply accus- 
tomed to males in some careers and 
females in others? These remain the 
focal questions for Morbey’s research on 
women in the “Art” side of computer 
technology. 

It is clear that there must be dia- 
logue with people in industry to address 
these questions. This should be done as 
a community that wishes to see women 
also express their talents in an area of 
life that we obviously cannot avoid. If 
women are not encouraged or “allowed”, 
there will come a time when they may 
be computer illiterate. Then what?@ 


waetng? 
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The Scientific Method: 


Facts or Fairy Tales? 


by Marilyn Tosh 
At 3:30 pm on Thursday, January 25, 
Dr. Gary Chiang gave his tenure 
colloquium entitled “Biological Re- 
search: Facts and Fairy Tales.” One 
point which Dr. Chiang tried to make 
clear was that there are human compo- 
nents in science; that science is not as 
objective as it would like to be per- 
ceived, it is filled with human error. 
The first part of his talk focused on 
his research and the human factor that he 
has encountered within that. One 
example that he gave was with his PhD 
work on the synapses in the muscle of 
the lobster. The problem he encountered 
was that his results contradicted what 
was commonly believed about the 
nervous system. The people in the 
scientific world did not want to ac- 
knowledge or accept Dr. Chiang’s 
research specifically because it did not 
support a common scientific “fairy tale”. 
Another example he used was from his 
present research. He is working with 
Rhodnius prolixus. These insects feed 
on blood; feeding stimulates the produc- 
tion of eggs in females more so in mated 
females than in unmated females. This 
is a proven “fact”, but there are two 
“fairy tales” to explain these facts. The 
accepted “fairy tale” suggests that the 
decrease in egg production in unmated 
females is due to an inhibitory hormone 
found in the unmated female. Dr. 
Chiang suggests that there is no inhibi- 
tory hormone. Instead, mating and 
feeding are stimulants for egg produc- 
tion and the more stimulus present, the 
more eggs produced. Lots of effort has 


~ been spent to find the inhibitory hor- — 


mone, tae after lots of time, money and 
animals, this hormone has yet to be seen. 
Okay, that is all fine, but who really 
cares? Not very many people care, but 
the attitudes exhibited here are found in 
all different disciplines of science. The 
one overriding attitude that Dr. Chiang 


Beginning Again 
We are always starting over. We are always beginning again. Somebti ithie 
us or about us changes: it is time to be moving on. Change is seldom easy. A asd 
friendship, a favourite spot, a familiar lifestyle slips away, and a aah is the 


Time turns 

taking us 

where we would not choose to go. 
Suddenly we pass a point 

we will never see again. 


Turning points interrupt us - 
there must be some mistake. 
Looking back we see them 
for what they really are: 


Bittersweet raw reality, 
Breakthrough to beatitude, 
Bedrock that gives us courage 
to give ourselves away. 


The less we struggle with turning 
points 

the greater the strength remaining 
to return 

and turn 

again. 


We cannot wait to see another day. 
Right now, decisions are difficult 


has come across is the unwillingness of 
the scientific community to change its 
“fairy tales” in light of other evidence, 
even to the extent of dismissing the 
evidence as false. 

His example of this that affects us 
all is the Evolution-Creation discussion. 
Dr. Chiang answered three questions for 
those of us that were present. The first 
was, “What is evolution?” He said that 
there are several answers. The two basic 
distinctions were between 
Macroevolution and Microevolution. 
The latter is in reference to changes that 
occur within a species, eg. birds devel- 
oping different beak shapes to eat 
different foods. This is documented and 
is generally accepted. Macroevolution 
is when species’ boundaries are crossed 
and, for example, humans evolve from 
apes. This, he said, is what Christians 
need to look at more carefully. The 
second question he answered was, 
“What is the evidence for 
Macroevolution?” Basically the only 
evidence for macroevolution is the fossil 
record and even scientists say there are 
holes in the fossil record which they are 
not likely to fill. The third question 
was, “Is there biological evidence that 
contradicts the theory of Evolution?” 
Yes. Dr. Chiang explained seven 
different types of evidence that put holes 
in the evolutionary theory. To find out 
more about these, you should have been 
there or you will have to talk to Dr. 
Chiang since they won’t be published in 
any Scientific er because they do 
not support the “ tale,” an you 
won’t find them in re erataie journals: 
because they are too oe earl 
tion is the fairy tale that removes the 
supernatural from creation and as such is 
seen as the natural/scientific explanation 
of our'world. Our job as Christians is to 
seek the Truth in all areas of life which 
should include the Natural Sciences. @ 
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away. 


God Is the question with whom we 
contend bas 
throughout our lives. 
God is the One standing there is there 
in the closing of doors and the dake 
ing of windows. ics 
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God is the Surprising Voice tha cals 
inthe jaggedness oflife. » 
God is the Hand that keeps the world 
from snuffing out the stars. oe 


in a circle. , 
God is the Circle that nner 
nor ends, \ 


God is the One 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT AT REDEEMER & ABROAD 


(Matth Cupido: 


Artist in Residence for Redeemer 


by Corine Vreugdenhil (curator) 
Matth Cupido, a celebrated Christian 
artist, is well-known to the Reformed 
Community in Canada and beyond. 
From March 12 through April 9, Re- 
deemer College will have the pleasure 
of hosting Cupido as an “Artist in 
Residence” in addition to showing a 
retrospective exhibition of his works in 
our gallery. 

While he is here, Cupido will be 
giving presentations about his art 
making to students, touring groups 
through the gallery and painting a 
permanent mural for the college. The 
mural, measuring twenty-one feet by ten 
feet, will be located on the walls of the 
staircase near the mailboxes. This work, 
based on Psalm 46:4, “There is a river 
whose streams make glad the city of 
God, the holy place where the Most 
High dwells”, will be dedicated around 
Easter time. 

Entitled, “A Cupido Retrospective: 
Two Decades of God’s Faithfulness”, 
the exhibition will open on Thursday, 
March 15 at 8:00 PM, and will run 
through April 5. This exhibition will 
show representative pieces from 
Cupido’s thirty-five year career. He will 
be bringing ten recent works from the 
Maritimes while thirty of a possible four 
hundred older works will be selected 
from private collections throughout 
Ontario. 

_ Cupido lived in Toronto from 1973- 
81, during this time he was instrumental 
in the development of a small gallery/ 
Wsagsere i gett aint ‘This sal 


art. Cupido recalls these years as being 


Album Review: 


the most inspirational times of his 
career. 

Since 1981, Cupido has continued 
his work in the Maritimes. In the past 
several years he has worked not only in 
his studio but has extended his work into 
the community by painting murals for 
public buildings and universities. 

Cupido’s work is expressive and 
uses bright colours and bold lines which 
show the influences of Van Gogh, 
Moore and Kryger. Cupido’s work, 
which explores both explicitly Biblical 
themes and natural themes, is of an 
illustrative, allegorical nature. Cupido 
describes his career as in the following 
terms, “nothing to prove, just something 
to do.” His intention in his work is not 
to shock his audience with the gro- 
tesque, but to enliven, experience and 
make real his Christian confession. He 
feels that his calling is to be “busy ina 
small way to re-establish, fill out the 
intended harmony in and among creation 
and God’s people.” Cupido says this 
calling is an ongoing quest both physi- 
cally and spiritually because the spirit of 
God is the only viable weapon to oppose 
the secular spirits of our age. 

Cupido has removed himself 
somewhat from the Ontario Art Commu- 
nity for the past ten years, consequently, 
the Redeemer College Art department is 
honoured to be involved in his return, 
His mural will be a permanent source of 
visual joy for everyone at the college. 
The retrospective exhibition, while only 
at Redeemer for a few short weeks, will 
be an exciting combination of old and 
new works. Thus both old friends 
Cupido and people peach ae 
his work are invited to come and enjoy 
this opening of innovative work.@ 


Chimes of Grace a Real Ringer 


by Pete Scholtens 
When I first popped Christopher 
Clause’s Chimes of Grace into the 
cassette player, | was 
disappointed and 
alarmed. Power 
_ chords and obscure 
vocals rang out at 
me, and I thought, 
“Oh no, do I have to 
listen to a whole 
album of this stuff?” 
However, I was 
pleasantly surprised. 
Clause has compiled 
an eclectic mix of 
music that | was very 
happy with. Often I 
get tired with an 
album if every song repeats the same 
‘style of music and Chimes of Grace does 
not fit into that mold. An accomplished 
guitarist, Clause plays many different 
Styles, from the power chords of the 
opening /f September Comes to the 
Spanish sounding instrumental Gilisten- 
ing Sun. \ also heard sounds which 
made me think of Paul Simon and his 
_ music of the seventies, without any 


# per. pussiol ., and clear vocals, Listening 
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bur ee, nee ta experi- 


personally. I have always liked the song 
You Didn't Have To Be So Nice, so | 
would have liked that 
one anyway. Other cuts, 
such Wait, expressed 
Clause’s experiences in 
relationships and as an 
older, more mature 
person, he has something 
to say to the next genera- 
tion, who as a teacher at 
Hamilton Christian 
District High, he works 
with every day. We'll 
Dance Again was written 
for his mother, with the 
hope of seeing her again 
in heaven, 

Another aspect I enjoyed was the 
healthy mix of songs about his experi- 
ences in life, and “Christian” songs (I 
hate labels like that). In Free Indeed 
Clause sings about the freedom we have 
if we allow ourselves to be set free by 
Christ. /nvincible tells the story of male 
friendships during war. Overall, Chimes 
of Grace has great subject matter and 
thought provoking music. 

So, I like the album. Pick up a copy 
at Sam the Record Man in Lime Ridge 
or downtown on James Street. It’s well 
worth a spot in your collection.@ 


or 
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Untitled 6 (blinders with double face): one of Alan Groombridge's psychological boxes 


@bjekt Bok’Z: Doors, Boxes and Ladders 


by Michelle ter Haar 

Redeemer College's current art exhibi- 
tion, @bjekt Bok'Z, is as challenging to 
understand as it is to spell. 

The artist, Alan Groombridge, is 
working in the context of conceptual art, 
which leads to the delightful ambiguity 
of the works on display. 

While evoking an inexhaustible 
number of ideas, a common thread 
throughout all of Groombridge's works 
is the theme of barriers. In order to 
enter the exhibition space, one must pass 
beyond a door-like barrier, which serves 
to enclose the gallery space. This 
obstacle does not serve to keep one out 
of the gallery, however, as indicated by 
pie eid window, through which the 

n's title has been cleverly 
projected on the gallery floor. 

Once inside Groombridge's "gallery 


- box," the viewer is presented with the 


wall mounted boxes to unpack and 
pseudo-ladders to climb. As the viewer 
peers into each box, it becomes evident 
that Groombridge is dealing with issues 
affecting the personhood of a human 
being. How does one escape from the 
box(es) that one is in? What does it feel 
like to be cut off? Are barriers to 
communication self imposed or placed 
on one by others? 

Each box presents a barrier, and it is 
up to the viewer to decide whether or 


not the restriction is necessary, why it 
exists and whether such a barrier should 
be dealt with. 

One such box presents the viewer 
with a bird house like object. Curiosity 
forces one to bring one's face right up to 
the small hole and to peer inside, only to 
be startled with an image of teeth that 
will bite off anything that enters the 
deceptively inviting hole. Maybe it is 
good that the box is nailed shut, but who 
enclosed that horrid thing inside? How 
did that mouth become so neglected and 
disgusting? 

As for the ladders, one only has to 
imagine oneself climbing them and ideas 
of hopelessness. broken limbs, broken 
spirit and despair come to mind. Are 
these someone's cruel idea of a joke or a 
challenge to be met? 

Those looking for a clear. concise 
explanation of Groombridge's work set 
themselves up for disappointment. 
Those looking to interpret the work. 
however are sure to come away thinking. 
and the mood which they take away will 
depend largely on whether one is an 
optimist or a pessimist. 

(@bjekt Bok'Z is an exhibition well 
worth the work and one which is certain 
to provoke fascinating discussion. 
Groombridge's show opened Monday. 
February and continue though February 
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Vanderkooy and Proper in Recital 


by Pete Scholtens 

On Friday, February 9, 1996, Susanne 
Vanderkooy and Christina Proper 
entertained an audience of about 150 
people in a voice and music recital. 
Overall, it was enjoyable, but it lacked in 
a certain professionalism that has been 
more evident in previous recitals. 

* Vanderkooy, who does not have a 
powerful voice, still managed to enter- 
tain her audience with a mix of music 
from the Baroque and Romantic periods, 
She is especially effective in rendering 
the nuances of romantic music, painting 
with her voice the images the composers 
are trying to portray. This impressed me 
especially in the darker pieces, including 
Les Heures by Chausson. However, she 
was not near as strong in other pieces, 
especially the encore, a gospel piece, 


which demanded a more powerful voice. 


Proper, replaying the theatrics of 
Paganini and his compatriots, wore no 
shoes on stage, perhaps as an artistic 
statement to add to her piano playing. 
Unfortunately, however, she didn’t have 
the art she was trying to present down 
pat. She seemed to lose herself a number 
times in certain pieces, especially 
noticeable to me in Beethoven's Afoon- 
light Sonata, perhaps because I know 
that piece best. However, other pieces 
were performed with a great deal of 
poise. Perhaps certain pieces demanded 
more work than she had anticipated. 

Overall, both Susanne Vanderkooy 
and Christina Proper have considerable 
talents. They only need to refine these 
talents and realize their own personal 
limitations in their respective art forms. 
We wish them all the the best in their 
future endeavours, @ 
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What is Tommy being Taught? 


by Jim Krale 

“Good job, Tommy! Good job!” Every 
kid needs to hear this kind of encourage- 
ment from his father or other adults. But 
is it always appropriate? 

I was once watching an Atom hockey 
game--young boys, around ten years of 
age, playing hockey, learning about 
competition, sportsmanship and fairplay. 
This is where | heard this encouragement 
spoken by a gentleman in the stands to 
one of the young athletes, presumably his 
son. Appropriate? After a goal or a 
display of hard work and a great effort, 
certainly. But Tommy was in the penalty 
box. 

Now I realize that penalties are 
arguably a part of the game of hockey. If 
they were not, there would not be a 
penalty box and those who committed 
infractions would be ejected from the 
game. (Interesting thought, | might add.) 

The concern here is not that Tommy 
was in the penalty box--it happens. The 
point is, an adult whom Tommy probably 
repects is praising him for getting a 
penalty, in this case for pushing an 
opponent during a confrontation after the 
play was called. This encouragement 
came in the same breath used in attempt- 
ing to intimidate the game officials and 
making a strong statement about the 
referee’s judgement and mental capabili- 
ties. What is Tommy being taught? 


That is the important question. I 
know Tommy’s coaches, I know that 
from them Tommy is being taught about 
competition, sportsmanship and fair play, 
and that penalties are unnecessary. I fail 
to see how the gentleman beside me in the 
stands was reenforcing these proper 
values that the coaches were attempting to 
instill in this young hockey player. 

This issue does not only concern 
hockey moms and dads watching their 
young children play hockey. Many of us- 
can attest to plummeting attendance at our 
own church league hockey games after a 
transition to non-contact rules. And still, 
do the stands not errupt when there is a 
big hit, or worse, a fight (even at Re- 
deemer)? What are others being taught? 

I have talked to hockey officials who 
chose to ref church league hockey 
because they had assumed that it will be 
an easy task. Often they were disap- 
pointed. 

What are we doing as Christian men 
and women, representing a Christian 
University, playing in a Christian Hockey 
league teaching non-Christian referees, 
arena staff and others who are at the arena 
about Redeemer and about our so-called 
Christian lifestyles when our fans are 
climbing the glass to cheer on their 
friends in a fight at the end of an other- 
wise great hockey game? It’s something 
we should all think about.@ 


DOES SCORING MATTER? 


by Kevin VanGeel 

He shoots, he scores! 

I know what you're saying. Oh no! Not 
another boring old sports article. Au 
contraire! This one promises to being 
exciting and a little bit physical. 

Now that I’ve got your attention, I'll 
go on. Last week I attended the Re- 
deemer hockey game. The team started 
off slow but worked hard and eventually 
won the game 2-1 in fifty-nine minutes. 
Fifty-nine minutes! What’s up with that? 
For all those who are not hockey whizzes, 
a complete hockey game is made up of 
three periods, each twenty minutes in 
length. It takes no math major to realize 
that twenty plus twenty plus twenty is 
sixty. 

No, the teams did not go on strike. 
The reason the teams didn’t play the final 
minute was because of a fight. A fight? 
At ahockey game? At a Redeemer 
hockey game? 

I’m not here to discuss the question 
of fighting. Is it right or wrong? I have a 
personal bias. I love hockey and don’t 
mind the fighting. A hockey game is fast, 
exciting, and rough . . . much like life. 

Last Friday, I saw a man who got 
jumped by four other players. It doesn’t 
matter who started it or ended it. It was 
four-on-one. Subsequently, three players 
came to his rescue and a full-scale brawl 
ensued. 

Life is like a hockey game. We have 
battles. We loose some. We win some. 
What we have to remember is to stick 
together. We pray to God for strength 
and ask Him to lead us. Hockey players 
look to their coach. I’m not saying Coach 
Leo is God, but he does lead the players 
in their quest for wins. 

Every hockey player’s goal (no pun 
intended) is to make it to the bigs and win 
the Stanley Cup. Our goal in life is to do 
God’s will and go to Heaven. I wouldn’t 
want to end up in Hell. There would be 
no chance of playing hockey, that’s for 
sure. But really, every team goes through 


its trials and tribulations. A team doesn’t 
win every single game in a year. There 
are some losses team agen. rhe 
behind them before they reach : 
We have to do the same. We loo: 
things--people, articles of a perihiat 
nature, phone numbers. 

And sometimes, we don’t always get 
everything we want. At least, I don’t get 
everything I want. I have to give up some 
things in order to get others. A hockey 
team will give up players to meet its 
goals, too. In the end, they hope to 
achieve their final goal--to drink from 
Lord Stanley’s cup like the many stars 
before them. 

Only one team can win the Stanley 
Cup. Last year it was the New Jersey 
Devils. This year it will be the Philadel- 
phia Flyers. Just like there is only one 
team that wins the cup, there is one group 
of people who win a spot in Heaven. You 
could call the Christians the winners of 
the Lord’s Heavenly Cup. We are the 
dynasty that no team could ever be--not 
the Canadiens of the seventies, the Oilers 
of the eighties, or the Penguins of the 
early nineties. 

When the final headline, hot off the 
press, reaches the hands of its eager 
readers, it will undoubtedly say: The 
Christians Win Another, Will Their Reign 
Ever End? Of course, we know the 
answer to that already: an emphatic No! 

Back to Redeemer’s game. | prom- 
ised you something physical. I believe I 
already mentioned it--the brawl. All those 
guys piling on top off each other trying to 
beat up the players in the opposite 
coloured jerseys. One good outcome of 
the game--when the ice chips cleared, 
everyone shook hands, helped redress 
their opponents and happily skated off to 
their respective dressing rooms. 

I have one last thought to leave you 
with. The game of hockey without goals 
has no point, Life is the same. Make sure 
you skate for the right goals.@ 
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Women’s Basketball 
Lost to Mohawk 44-43 
Lost to Durham 60-43 
Lost to George Brown 65-6 


Men’s Basketball 
Beat Emmanual 95-93 


Athlete of the Week: Trish Kaldeway . =e ane 


by Ben VanArragon 
Sport: Women’s Club Volleyball 
Trish is a Phys. Ed and French double 
major in her third year at Redeemer. She 
has been involved in the volleyball 
program here since her first year when 
she played for Redeemer’s women’s 
varsity team. She made the transition to 
the club team in her second year (for the 
1994/95 season), and has had quite an 
impact, engaging in play that has merited 
her the team’s Most Valuable Player 
award for the past two seasons. Trish has 
enjoyed playing for the women’s club 
team, as it offers a competitive level of 
play without some of the pressures 
inherent in varsity athletics. 

Although she played volleyball 
throughout high school, Trish’s best 


Lost to Niagara 3- 
Lost to Lambton 32 


Men’s Volleyball 
Lost to Niagara 3-1 


Hockey tt ee % 
Beat York 3-1 
Tied Waterford 6-6 


Oe mat 


playing experiences have bent with ap 
club team at Redeemer, particularly eit 
winning silver medals two yearsrunning = 
and being selected MVP forherteam. = 

Regarding her life goals, Trish looks ; 
forward to teaching Physical Education 
and French, and hopes to continue to play 
and possibly coach volleyball as long as : 
she can. $ 

When asked what her feelings are 
about the athletic programs at Redeemer, 
she said simply, “We could do with fewer 
ankle injuries.” Trish and otherclub 
athletes are valuable contributors to f 
Redeemer’s athletic program and hopeto 
see the Redeemer club teams continue to — 
receive recognition and support in the 
future. 


‘by Joshua R. Dewaele 


Intramurals: Who are the Champions? 


Well the Redeemer Intramural season is- 


quickly drawing to aclose. The indoor 
soccer sc al bari on a the 


Goal seat tet it pot to your is Sie, 1 was 


asked to write an article for this here 
Athletics page. What is there to say, we 
have already seen many events, such as 
baseball, floor hockey, volleyball, indoor 
soccer, bowling and football. For those 
of you who just have to play basketball 
(you poor souls), your time is coming 
very soon. There is still a good chance at 
there being intramural Oakie ball and 
maybe, just maybe, badminton. 

I’ve decided to add this for fun: 
The first-ever (as far as I know) Redeemer 
Intramural Trivia Contest. 


Women’s Volleyball with Cookie Tin Cheering — 


by Carolyn Eygenraam 

As a member of the Women’s Club 
Volleyball team, I am quite happy to write 
an article about our wonderful team. 

With a mix of second, third and one 
fourth year student, we were quite diverse 
and really know how to have a good time. 
For the last three months we practised 
diligently once or twice a week under the 
gruelling watch of Mr. Jim Krale. 

There are five tournaments in the 
Club season, one at each of the participat- 
ing schools, Until the third tournament, 
our lovely team was undefeated, and we 
managed to finish off the regular season 
with a record of fourteen and two! By the 
end of January, when we were heading to 
the finals, we were down to only eight 
players, as we lost one from first semester 
who finished school. So we went into the 
finals in first place, praying for no 
injuries, 

We travelled to Kitchener on January 
the 20th, wondering if we would even get 
there through the snow and freezing rain. 
Our first match was against Eastern 


7 
Pay wv 


4. Who tee jot flag-footbal : 
championships? Where was the ; 
game held? . ; 

5. What is the name of the prestigious A 

trophy given out to a winning 3 
intramural team? 

ICM or E-Mail your answers to me-- 
Joshua Dewaele or jdewael by February 
28th. The first winning entry will be 
announced in the CROWN. The answers 
will also be posted in the next issue of the 
CROWN. Aaron Harnden, you are not . 
eligible to play! @ ae, 


Pentecostal, who were in fourth place. Ee, 2 = 
The second and third place teams had % 
already played, and OBC, our nemesis 
from last year, had fought their way to the 
gold-medal match. 

It took us a bit to wake up, and we 
dropped some points, but we came back 
and won the first game. The match was 
close at times, but we came out ahead, 
three to one. We were on our way to the 
gold-medal match! 

After some time off for the Consola- 
tion Finals, we were facing OBC on the 
court. Again, it was a close match, but we 
came out behind right away. We were 
down two to nothing, but we fought back 
to win a game. But then we lost the next 
game, and consequently, received the 
silver medal. It was a disappointing loss, 
but we were nonetheless proud of our 
performance throughout the season and 
our playing that day. And a final note, 
thanks so much to our faithful fans, who 
came all the way to Kitchener in the lousy | 
weather to cheer us on (and beat cookie 
tins for us!). Thanks for your support! @ 


ee 
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The Leftist 


(Chris Cuthill) 


by rev c« 


We live in a time when the locus of the 
world Church is switching from the self- 
centered and capitalistic church of the 
west to the Third-World. If we are truly 
serious about our faith and His mission, 
we should take a lesson from the pas- 
sionate and vital non-western element of 
the Church. If you speak to Third- 
World Christians, you do not have to 
convince them that the pursuit of social 
justice is a primary part of the Church’s 
mission. For Third-World Christians, 
being bom-again is not a cheap altar-call 
prayer or some insipid socially-condi- 
tioned statement of faith. For them, 
being borm-again means exactly what it 
' is supposed to--making a radical philo- 
sophical and religious shift to a 
worldview which is complete in itself. 
The Church in the west has taken so 
many hits, almost from the beginning, 
that we have lost touch with the most 
basic elements of our faith. Constantine 
institutionalized us, Augustine 
dichotomized us, and Descartes rational- 
ized us; the Enlightenment secularized 
us and Historicism relativized us. When 
the moder world found a politiconomic 
savior in liberalism and the free-market, 
we openly mounted a cross on the altar 
of reason. Beaten and confused, we 
turned in upon ourselves and spirituality 
became a thing in itself, separated from 
life and reality. Some elements of the 
church began to measure their actions 
against the yardstick of utilitarianism-- 
arbitrarily dividing their lives in a 
platonic split between Christian and 
secular. Others correctly asserted that 
Christ has redeemed the whole man, and 
that as Lord of all existence, our whole 
lives come under the Lordship of Christ. 
Unfortunately, one,commission was __ 
_ deified while another was ignored when 
this group got lost in the culture they 
wanted toredeem. 

Now we stand, making well- 
justified criticisms of each other, 
without realizing that both groups fell 
into reactionary traps. Evangelicals 
compartmentalized reality while re- 
formed Christians simply integrated it. 
In the bible, when an individual made a 
decision to follow Jesus, there was a 
radical and dynamic shift which com- 
pletely altered his priorities. Peter and 


The View from the 


Middle... 


a - ‘a 
by Dau Pmaechlhy 


In his last article, the Redneck com- 
mented on his enthusiasm for the recent 
upswing in federal/provincial disputes. 
One wonders if this enthusiasm stems 
from the fact that the belligerent prov- 
inces are mostly on the far right and are 
fighting for the dismantling of the 
national social programs. The political 
right finds these programs to be an 
anathema to their me-centred political 
dogma. Alberta is trying to destroy 
universality in health care; BC, the 
portability of social support opportuni- 
ties; and Quebec, the country as a 
whole. 

Whatever his motivation, I can not 
share his enthusiasm. Once again 
Canadians are demonstrating their 
penchant for wasting time and resources 


on petty debates with the neighbours 


x whether the fence is incorrectly 
iced and ro 00 n them ofa Square 
'yeal estate_ 


Andrew were no doubt fairly successful 
businessmen when they encountered 
Jesus, but all this immediately changed 
after they met Him. They immediately 
left their nets. They did not divide their 
time between following Christ and 
keeping up the business, nor did they 
continue doing what they were doing 
before under the revised heading of 
kingdom work. 

When Peter and Andrew realized 
the greater context of who Jesus was and 
what His words meant, they immediately 
abandoned their boats, their business and 
their priorities--everything. In the light 
of His kingdom, these silly idles of 
materialism and temporal comfort 
seemed unimportant. They no longer 
cared about selfishly providing for their 
own needs--as followers of Christ, it 
wasn’t hard for them to give up the 
foolish obsessions of man. Why, then is 
it so hard for us? 

The Jesus I read about in the Bible 
is far different than the Jesus of cultural 
resignation which so many of us follow. 
The Biblical Jesus repeatedly empha- 
sized that following him meant a radical 
change in the way we use our time, 
talents and physical resources--not only 
because wealth and money are inher- 
ently evil, but because we must abandon 
the tools of destruction if we are going 
to obey His commands to bring justice 
to the poor. For Jesus, the struggle for 
justice did not begin in Marxist 
ecostructures, but in conforming the 
hearts and minds of those that followed 
Him to a dynamic vision for the King- 
dom. 

Soren Kierkegaard believed that our 
apathy and blind acceptance would be 
the end of us. We stand between the 
poles of working to incarnate the future 
of God by toiling for justice and mind- 
lessly excusing our affluence. We have 
actually bought into the absurd Ameri- 
can notion that faithful stewardship 
means those legalistic tithes we give to 
preserve some pristine white-picket » 
image of God’s house. Then we turn 
around and rape creation to build more 
mansions in our Father’s house. But 
who am I to question such things? 
Perhaps we sold our voice for some 
pretty beads and a strip of land, and 
perhaps we play a role in society as 
useful as a stock broker, and yes, 
perhaps the very nature of systematic 
injustice is the Master who feeds us. 
But in our defense, everyone else is 
doing it.@ 


The only reason for debate is to 
resolve issues. The faster and more 
definitive the resolution, the more useful 
the debate. In Canadian politics, history 
has shown that resolution is seldom 
decisive or rapid. 

Governments compete using over- 
lapping programs, lawsuits, and posh 
meetings at expensive hotels. Large 
egos collide over issues of power and 
territory. And the taxpayer foots the 
bill. 

What Canada needs is a definitive 
demarkation of which powers are federal 
and which are provincial. The level of 
government which has the power should 
also foot the entire bill. To achieve that, 
we may need to abandon our dogmatic 
allegiance to the ten identical provinces 
view of Canada. We need to allow each 
province to work out a different relation- 
ship with Ottawa while maintaining a 
few key national programs. Maybe 
Quebec wants control of cultural indus- 
tries while Saskatchewan wants more 


control over agriculture. So be it. 


Canada’s strength has always involved 
diversity and a willingness to do what 
works, @ 


"the Redneck 


with Sid Ypma 


Across this country, students are often 
negatively viewed. They are never 
satisfied and are always complaining 
about something. You don’t have to 
look beyond the walls of Redeemer to 
find students who are unable to find the 
good in anything and who always feel as 
though they are getting the short end of 
the stick. Fortunately here at Redeemer 
we have some sense of what is right and 
what is wrong and we are able to control 
our sentiments. Students nation-wide 
have to begin to work tomorrow rather 
than complain about tomorrow. If we 
disagree with what the government is 
doing, let's begin providing viable 
solutions so that the government will not 
perceive us as “almost grown ups” who 
don’t really have a grip on reality. 

Last week’s protest at Queen’s Park 
in Toronto was another display of how 
students make a bad name for them- 
selves. The students, who were protest- 
ing tuition increases in public universi- 
ties, rampaged the Ontario Legislature, 
smashing windows, scrawling graffiti 
and trashing the main lobby. This is 
what the public as a whole points to 
when they refer to the irresponsibility of 
today's youth. Our voice will continue 
to go unnoticed as long as we keep 
making fools of ourselves in the public 
eye. Students represent the future and 
some students have some great ideas on 
how our country should be run. We 
need to voice these ideas in consultation 
with those in authority rather than pit 
ourselves against them. There comes a 


It’s time to start asking the right 
questions 

In a recent interview, Robert Latimer 
stated that “. . . those people who have 
thought through this issue are on my 
side.” This quotation is in reference to 
his current appeal to rescind his murder 
conviction of his daughter. Mr. Latimer 
says that anyone who doesn’t support the 
“mercy killing” of his daughter is not 
thinking properly or clearly. 

I, being personally uninvolved, have 
thought.about this issue thoroughly and 
clearly and yet | still cannot support 
what Mr, Latimer did. His daughter’s 
suffering might, superficially, seem like 
a valid criteria for ending her life. 
However, taking a more indepth look at 
this issue, I come to a different conclu- 
sion. 

I have found that the conclusions 
people reach are formed by what ques- 
tions are asked. “She is suffering! You 
don’t want to see her suffer, do you?” 
This question is phrased such that if | 
say, “Yes, let her live,” people will see 
me as a heartless person. If I say “No, 
let’s end her suffering,” then I’ma 
person who has compassion. 

There is more to this issue than 
ending someone’s suffering, though. If | 
say, “He broke his arm! Let’s end his 
suffering with a mercy killing,” others 
would stop me. An arm can heal, his 
suffering would end. In one instance I 
am compassionate by killing someone to 
end his misery, in another instance I am 
mistaken to kill someone to end his 
misery, 

Some might say that this line of 
thought clouds the issue. I would reply 
that those in favour of mercy killing 
cloud the issue by not realizing the 


time when authorities don’t listen and 
we need to protest, but violence is never 
an aid to a cause. 

I do, however, have some respect 
for people who are trying to get involved 
in the political cause in some form or 
another. Students who complain and 
don’t do anything beyond that should 
learn to keep their mouths shut. It’s 
been said that if you're not part of the 
solution, then you're likely part of the 
problem. I think that’s something for all 
of us to keep in mind. We need to 
realize that involvement from everybody 
in society will help to cover the needs of 
all of society. A bit Utopia-ish, I know, 
but it can’t hurt the cause--it will usually 
improve it somewhat. 

I had the pleasure of running into a 
high school acquaintance during the 
Christmas holidays. She now works in 
the nursing profession and feels that 
government was handling cuts to health 
care in a horrible fashion. | asked her if 
she could see better ways of making 
financial cuts within the health care 
system, so she listed a number of ways 
in which better cuts could be made. | 
told her that she and her co-workers in 
the medical field need to become a part 
of the system so they can help dictate 
how the cuts would be made. She 
agreed that this would be a good idea, 
but she didn’t want to be the one to do 
so. That's a part of the problem, people 
have the ideas, but aren't willing to do 
the extra work. As students, we need to 
show that we are willing to help find the 
solution and possibly we will be taken 
more seriously, let’s be a part of our 
own destiny. (As for public university 
tuition increases, I can’t say that I feel 
too bad, they’ve got to stop taking their 
education for granted. )@ 


logical end they bring about. Those in 
favour of mercy killing say that “We 
can’t let people suffer.” Well, the 
broken arm refutes that point—we can 
let people suffer. “But a person who 
breaks his arm still has a life worth 
living, whereas a person, such as Ms. 
Latimer, doesn’t have a life worth 
living.” Mercy killing, then, isn’t about 
ending someone’s suffering, mercy 
killing is about ending a life that’s not 
worth living. This is a completely 
different issue, isn’t it? But there’s even 
more. 

If | assume that there is such a thing 
as a life not worthy enough to live, the 
questions I would have to ask are, 
“When does a life become not worth 
living? At what point does killing 
become compassionate? Who decides? 
These are tougher but clearer questions 
that have to be answered. 

The proponents of mercy killing say 
that the criteria for ending a life should 
be based on the decision of the indi- 
vidual person. I support the idea of 
people making decisions for their own 
lives wholeheartedly. Did Ms. Latimer 
make the decision to end her life? Did 
she end her own life? If she did, her 
father wouldn't be appealing the murder 
charge right now. 

"You don't want to see her suffer, do 
you?" Looking at this question ina 
different, more informed light, it be- 
comes a selfish one. You don't want to 
see someone else suffer. Put her out of 
your misery, 

Every life is worth living. No one 
said that life would be easy and painless. 
With living comes suffering and pain. 
Suffering brings meaning to the joy I 
experience in my lives, pain brings 
happiness into focus. 

Since this is such a large issue, | 
will continue “asking the right ques- 
tions" next time.@ 
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Little Known Redeemer Facts: 
Prof. Wolters (a.k.a Uncle Jesse) 


Researched by: Redeemer Central 
Sleuthing - A subsidiary of Fenton 
Hardy's Detective Agency. 

While delving deep in the dusty archives, 
located in a dark, obscure corner of the 
third floor of Redeemer’s academic 
building, Mike and I discovered a tiny 
sliver of knowledge that we thought the 
brilliant minds of this institution might 
like to Know. 

In the spring of 1979, Albert Martin 
Wolters was cast as Uncle Jesse Duke in 
the television hit series The Dukes of 
Hazzard. For six seasons, our beloved 
and internationally renowned professor of 
apologetics was the heartthrob of North 
American middle-aged women every- 
where. Playing the bearded uncle of Bo 
and Luke Duke, he maintained the family 
farm when not keeping his two 


rambunctious nephews from the clutches 
of Boss Hogg. 

As Uncle Jesse could no longer 
balance his time between the show and 
his new position as Professor of Theol- 
ogy and Classical Languages at Re- 
deemer College which he had accepted 
in 1984, The Dukes of Hazzard was 
forced off the air because no one could 
be found to replace this legendary actor. 

In 1985, he took on a less-demand- 
ing role, sidelining as the voice of “Kitt” 
in the highly acclaimed series Knight 
Rider. We propose that this might 
explain his need to burn rubber when 
leaving campus and his obvious appre- 
ciation of fine jokes like: When was the 
first drag race in the Bible? -- when 
Moses dragged his rod across the 
desert.& 
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It'll be a cold day at Rede 


cartoon by Alicia Molenhuis 


; 


Anyone wishing to write an 
article, draw a cartoon, submit a joke, 
or do something else creative or witty 
for this page would be in my debt. 
Dorm #35 would love to make you 


OLOONIE O 


Advertise your 
sellables for 
just a loonie. 


supper, and if they don’t, perhaps we 
could talk to dorm #5. Either way I'd 
be a happy fella, so if this interests 
you, let me know. Your humblest 
page editor - Calvin Hiemstra 
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Quotations 


by Calvin Hiemstra 


“You'll get 2 lot farther in life if you 
stand up when you pee.” 
Marsha Koops 


“T never thought I’d spew.” 
Rachel VanArragon 
“If you really love me, shut up and “So I was, like, looking in my head at 
come to order.” . you know - 
Prof. Koyzis (12:35PM, EST, Feb. 7, 
1996) 


the pictures that I saw . 
Thinking.” 

Susanne Zantingh 

“The problem with the States is that “The New Testament is full of it...” 

they have too many Americans.” Prof. Wolters on typology 
John Proper 

“Are there any, like, books in the 

“Rural areas are primarily rural... ah library?” 

conservative,” Serena Vandekemp 
Prof. Payton (HIS 451) 

“The south bound end of a north bound 

“Is Tilex corrosive? I wondered why | girl.” 

was feeling so tingly.” Professor Loney (Eng 103) 
Heidi Pennings 


“I’ve been taking psychology and | 
think I’m moderately retarded.” 
Dan Dopko 


“Placenta, that’s a flower, isn’t it?” 
Helena Riewald 
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QUESTION OF THE 


compiled by Suzanne Zantingh 


“To be in a passionate movie with 
Harrison Ford...no, Liam Neeson.” 
Carolyn Eygenraam 


“A new question of the week.” 
Glen Sikma 


“New mags for my jalopy.” 
Chet Morton 


“My twin brother to be with me here at 
school.” 


Krista Posthumus 


“That all the computers would work all 
the time.” 


Cliff Hodgkinson 


“World peace, definitely world peace. 
Actually, .. . it would be: to be in 
France.” 

Winona Stikwerda 


“That the Dukes of Hazzard would 
come back on Friday nights.” 
Mike Zwiep 


IF you could have one wish, what 
would it be? 


“101 E-mail computers.” 


Mike Bulthuis 


A date with Aaron Harnden. 


“To get my hands on President 
Cooper’s car.” 


“School to be done.” 
Jason Van Ankum 


“The CROWN to come up with better 
ideas.” 


Devon Paul 2 


. . 2 & 

“Not to be in a passionate movie with 

Harrison Ford or Liam Neeson.” 
John Lise 


“Should I say Mendelt Hoekstra?” 
Marisa Vander Veen 


Glendale Motors 


Touchless 


Car Wash 


407 Wilson St. E. Anca 


10% off 
repairs to 
Redeemer 
Students ! 


e” Rob Brouwer 648-4113 


